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The Bible: A Break-Up Story.
Reading Scripture from Genesis to Revelation is no small task. But Judy Reamer has a
plan to help you do just that—hundreds of times, if you’d like.
By Sandy Feit
Photography by Andrew Thomas Lee
First she ripped the cover off her Bible. Then she grabbed an X-Acto knife and
began to slice . . .
Wait! Before you add this woman to the prayer list, let me introduce Judy
Reamer, a popular conference speaker with a calling to “get people to the Bible and
engage them with the Bible.” Her most requested teaching—“Breaking the Bible
Barrier”—addresses two primary perceptions hindering Christians from becoming lovers
of the Word: that it’s too time-consuming and hard to understand.
The scene above has been replicated hundreds of times over the last 30 years. It’s
Reamer’s demonstration of how to cut a Bible into four segments and rebind them as
mini-volumes. Even slow or young readers find the approach manageable, including her
own daughter who—at the age of 12—read through the whole of Scripture four times in
one year.
Reamer wasn’t always an avid reader of God’s Word. In fact, after 12 years in
ministry, she still hadn’t read the entire Bible. Speaking opportunities increased, but the
busy mother of four felt she lacked the time to delve into the Good Book for herself. So,
assuming it was sufficient to know the “right” smatterings of Scripture, she did what far
too many Christians do: she learned about the Bible from other teachers and authors and
taught out of their overflow.
Coming to Faith
If you’re wondering how an inexperienced believer found herself on the Christian
speaking circuit in the first place, that door was opened by her unusual coming-to-faith
story. The short version is that she was raised in a Jewish home and later spent years
looking for meaning in cults and New Age philosophies. Then a vacation landed her in
Las Vegas, where, thanks to a scheduling change, her childhood idol Pat Boone happened
to be performing.
Reamer still isn’t sure why her husband uncharacteristically insisted she call the
singer at his hotel or why she uncharacteristically complied. Nor did Boone know why he

returned the call. But he later said her name “leaped” off the list of messages, compelling
him to contact her. And “How big is God!”—that’s Reamer’s favorite expression—they
met after his concert and spent hours talking about the Lord. Then Pat Boone led Judy
Reamer to faith in her Jewish Messiah.
Teaching—and Learning
Reamer soon started receiving invitations to share her colorful testimony,
playfully titled “God Wins in Las Vegas.” A church asked her back to speak on a topic of
their choosing, and before long she had a repertoire of teachings and a booked calendar.
On one retreat, after leading attendees through some challenging introspection, Reamer
felt the need to lighten things up. So for fun, she opened the afternoon session by
directing everyone to a nonexistent book of the Bible. “Turn to Obadiah, chapter one,”
she instructed, thinking she’d pulled the name from a genealogy or some other obscure
verse. Wondering why no one seemed to get the joke, she watched as everyone stopped
flipping pages and looked up, ready for instruction. Horrified, she realized, Obadiah is a
book of the Bible?
“On second thought,” she said, “let’s go to Isaiah 27.” She saved face but felt
ashamed that so many sat under a teacher who’d never read the entire Bible. Being “in
good company” was no comfort—she’s since learned that more than nine out of ten
Christians and nearly as many American pulpit pastors have never read through the
entirety of Scripture. Reamer desperately wanted to be a Bible reader and pleaded with
God to make it happen. “There was no desire to impress people,” she recalled. “I simply
wanted to know the Author: What was on His mind? What was in His heart?”
She tried reading large portions, but the scholar in her proved more frustrating than
helpful. Complex chapters drove her to lexicons, commentaries, and Bible dictionaries,
which only bogged her down as she sorted through details.
Answered Prayer
Then, just a week after the Obadiah incident, her son came home from his
Christian school with a pamphlet about Phillip Green, a pastor who’d read through the
Bible literally thousands of times. Sensing her prayer was about to be answered, Reamer
immediately began following the handout’s suggestions. “After seven days,” she said, “I
was a quarter of the way through the Bible, taking in so much Scripture that it was
pushing out the thoughts of the flesh. I was already beginning to think with the mind of
Christ.”
Days later God expanded on His answer to her prayer. On an errand across town,
Reamer bumped into church friends and their companion—Phillip Green. The
coincidence amazed her, as did the discovery that he was in town to speak at meetings all
week.
Reamer attended every session. Humanly speaking, the event was unimpressive,
with only about 25 in attendance at that tiny church each night. But Green’s messages
provided the foundation for what would become a favorite teaching: that besides prayer
and studying Scripture, a third component is essential to the devotional life—simply
reading the Bible cover to cover, over and over.
“Since God primarily speaks from His Word, reading a verse or two a day doesn’t
give Him much to work with,” she explained. “Our job is to get as much Scripture as

possible into our ‘eye gate’ so the Holy Spirit will have more to bring to remembrance
according to our situations and needs (John 14:26). Then, the more you take in, the more
you will see connections throughout the entire counsel of God—and the more He’ll speak
directly to you.”
A Plan that Works
That’s why overcoming those common barriers is critical—and the reason Green
devised his simple plan. Understanding how the eye and brain function to take in text, he
suggested using a giant-print two-column Bible and pulling the blank side of a business
card down each page as a “coach” to move the eye along. He also recommended dividing
the text into four sections, as most people find huge books daunting.
The plan in no way replaces study and meditation, both of which are necessary for
Christian growth, Reamer clarified. “But my reading time is for reading. If I come across
an idea I want to study or chew on, I jot the verse down and revisit it later. My purpose in
reading is to see the big picture in context.” She draws a comparison to the “Maid of the
Mist” boat ride: tourists see, smell, feel, hear, and taste Niagara Falls in an up-close-andpersonal way. But without viewing the Falls from an overlook, they can’t appreciate how
those aspects fit into the entire experience.
“I came to love the whole story of God through mere reading,” Reamer said. “But
now I’m taking hold of the Lord Himself far more deeply, simply by meditating on the
words I’ve seen so many times. This wouldn’t have happened had I not read and read and
read.”
Judy Reamer’s Tips for Reading
Once you’ve made your mini-volumes, try these tips for improved Bible reading.
Devote 30 minutes.
Could you dedicate a half-hour daily to reading Scripture? That's equivalent to less than
one short TV program, or time enjoying another book. Even reading slowly (200 words
per minute) will get you through the entire Bible three times in a year.
Enjoy like a novel.
Read as you would for pleasure—without analyzing details or expecting full retention.
“Regardless of speed,” Reamer says, “we retain only 20 percent, so try reading more
quickly. Each time through, you'll deposit more Scripture in your memory for recall.
Think, Gone with the Wind: first you learn about [the main characters] Rhett and Scarlet.
Next time around, you gather information about [secondary characters] Melanie and
Ashley. Later, watch for details about [setting, such as] magnolia trees and soldiers'
uniforms.”

